
The CRUK Children’s Brain
Tumour Centre of Excellence
Annual Symposium 

Registration & Lunch

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Professor Richard Gilbertson, Li Ka Shing Chair of Oncology, Senior
Group Leader and Co-Director of the CBTCE, University of Cambridge

Transcription factor targeting in paediatric-type diffuse
high-grade glioma
Carla Fuentes-Guerra Bustos, PhD Candidate
The Institute of Cancer Research, London

Understanding epistasis in kinase-substrate interactions to
design peptides that target drivers of brain cancer
Dr Mingxuan Jiang, Research Associate
Creixell Laboratory, CRUK Cambridge Institute

Optimisation of the Aurora A targeting PROTAC JB170 to
CCT400028, an in vitro degrader chemical probe
Dr Jack O’Hanlon, Senior Scientific Officer
The Institute of Cancer Research, London

12:00 – 12:45 

12:50 – 13:15 

12:45 – 12:50 

13:15 – 13:35

13:35 – 14:00 

14:00 – 14:20

15th May 2026
12:00 - 18:00 
CRUK Cambridge Institute Lecture Theatre 

A preclinical antibody-directed theranostic platform for
WNT-medulloblastoma
Dr Jessica Taylor, Assistant Research Professor,
Gilbertson Laboratory, CRUK Cambridge Institute

14:20 – 14:45 Coffee Break



Panel Discussion Q&A

Wrap up and closing remarks
Professor Paul Workman, Harrap Professor of Pharmacology &
Therapeutics, Co-Director of the CBTCE, The Institute of Cancer
Research, London

14:45 – 15:05

15:25 – 15:45

15:05 – 15:25

15:45 – 16:00

16:00 – 16:30

16:30 – 16:45

15th May 2026
12:00 - 18:00 
CRUK Cambridge Institute Lecture Theatre 

16:45 – 18:00 Networking and drinks

Growing Up Too Soon: A Young Life Rewritten
Ms Emma Hall, Patient Advocate

Will’s story
Mr John Rainsbury, Patient Advocate

Learning across multi-scale modalities for AI in paediatric
brain cancer
Dr Michail Mamalakis, Postdoctoral Transition Fellow
Gilbertson Laboratory, CRUK Cambridge Institute 

Blood biomarker profiling for prompt detection of paediatric
brain tumours
Mr Felix Adams, PhD Candidate
Hammerlik Laboratory, University of Manchester 

Co-creating research: The role of PPI in paediatric brain tumour studies
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